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MacOrnament 

• Cut out mini-Mac in one piece, (all tabs 
are marked with a T-pattern and will not 
show when the Mac is properly assem¬ 
bled) 

• Reinforce the inside of the roof with a 
piece of tape if you are planning to hang 
your Mac. Fold a length of thread in half 
and knot one end, thread into a needle 
and pierce the roof at the black dot leav¬ 
ing the knot on the inside. 

• Crease all folding lines using your real 
Mac as a model. 

• Glue all tabs to the inside, working from 
the roof to the base. 


























































































































Macintosh Affordable 


Tired of paying too much for Macintosh? Now you can buy Macs at mail-order prices in 
Victoria, without customs hassles and expense. New. With a Canadian warranty. 

We offer the entire Macintosh product line, most models at 10-25% less than dealer 
prices. Plus printers, scanners, products by Radius, RasterOps, SuperMac, DayStar; 
Quantum hard drives; and much more. Some prices to compare: 


Macintosh SE/30 

2mb RAM, 40mb hard disk, Apple keyboard 4406.00 

Macintosh llsi 

5mb RAM, 80mb hard disk 
12” Apple colour monitor 

Apple Extended Keyboard II 6147.00 

Apple Personal LaserWriter NT 

PostScript, 300dpi, 4ppm 3818.00 


And as an introduction to grey Computing, we are offering an additional $100 off 
complete packages* (CPU, monitor, keyboard) until the end of 1990. That’s right: take 
another $100 off the above package prices. Welcome to mail order! 



P.O. Box 39005, Victoria, B.C. V8V 4X8 

Phone (604) 384-6725 


*Does not include Macintosh Classic and LC. 

Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 

grey Computing is not an authorized Apple dealer. 










MacFair Thanks 

by K. Kordoski 

Well, our first MacFair was a success. 
Thanks to the participation of committee 
members, VMUG volunteers, local business 
and all the people who attended, we had a 
pretty good time. Approximately 800 peo¬ 
ple participated in the Fair. VMUG signed 
up about 30 new members, sold about 
$600 worth of PD software, $2000 worth of 
new hardware and software for other indi¬ 
viduals, and made about $200 on admis¬ 
sion and booth rentals. 

First, a big thanks to Mamie Scholes 
and Frank Kennel who operated their 
committee in a most professional manner. 
They had the big job of getting everyone 
out to staff the Fair, and did it without a 
hitch. 

Gary Peterman should be in the com¬ 
puter sales business. He spent many hours 
organizing, picking up and keeping track 
of hundreds of used software and equip¬ 
ment items. His booth was certainly one of 
the most popular at the Fair. It was totally 
mobbed on several occasions. Terry 
Boorman, who made some great mem¬ 
bership badges, also gave Gary a hand 
with this very successful part of the Fair. 


Marion Voelkel created the MacFair 
logo, looked after all the graphic design, 
and made a terrific sign for the Fair. She 
also arranged for VMUG to gain access to 
GEnie to help demonstrate on-line ser¬ 
vices. Cameron Knowlton arranged 
access to America On-Line, and also 
hooked up telephone lines. 

Robin Tamasi really helped out the 
advertising effort by getting dozens of 
posters out to the right places, contacting 
radio stations, and generally helping out 
wherever he could. He also did a great job 
of organizing the VMUG booth. 

Ivan Good helped put up posters, let us 
use his new laser printer, helped direct 
traffic in the parking lot, and put together 
a great collection of PD software. 

A special thanks to Rita Hammett for 
coming out on Friday night to wrap 
dozens of tables in paper, and also to 
Ruth Sawbridge for gathering information 
by phone. 

Now to the people from the commercial 
world. We greatly appreciate the efforts 
that the following companies and individu¬ 
als mad to help us organize the Fair. Al 
Vintr from Apple Canada got behind the 
project early by booking the first display 
booth. Ray Grover at Q100 gave us much 
needed radio promotion. Owen Moore 


from Byte helped us by designing the 
excellent floor plan and layout of the 
booths. 

We were helped greatly by donations of 
much needed items. Stephen DeWitt from 
Symantec donated copies of Norton 
Utilities, SAM II, More 3.0 and Think C. 

Rob Gillespie from Video Only donated 
the use of a TV monitor and VCR, as did 
the kind folks at A&B Sound. And let’s not 
forget Starboard International from 
Vancouver who gave us 10 cases of J-J-J- 
Jolt Cola to give away! 

We’d also like to thank once again all 
the people who presented the User 
Demonstrations. They were listed in last 
month’s edition of the newsletter. They all 
did a great job, and really gave the Fair a 
special quality. We hope they will all do it 
again next year. 

And of course, thanks to the Fair com¬ 
mittee members. Your initial interest, sug¬ 
gestions, participation and enthusiasm got 
the whole thing going. 

Now all we need is volunteers to work 
on next year’s MacFair! Co-ordinators are 
needed for the following areas: 
Advertising, Facilities, Mac in Education, 
User Demonstrations and Retail Exhibitors. 
Please give Konrad Kordoski a call at 384- 
7505 if you are interested. • 


Editorial: The Power of the People 

by D.A. Ryder 

In the various organizations of which I have been a member, I 
have seen a real dichotomy of action on the part of the individu¬ 
als within that organization. 

In commercial ventures, usually called “work”, many people 
seem to strive for the top. Everyone seems to want more respon¬ 
sibility, bigger offices, fancier computers, personal parking spots, 
more authority, frequent promotions, great titles, and all the rest 
of the trappings of “success 1 . 

In non-commercial ventures, which most call “volunteer organi¬ 


zations”, it seems to be the opposite. No one runs for positions of 
responsibility in the elections. Few vie for the Leadership most 
seek in the “work” environment. 

Imagine a business where no one wanted to be promoted. 
Where only one or two people sought “more to do”, greater 
responsibility, authority and accountability. Imagine a work envi¬ 
ronment where people showed up, did the minimum that they 
themselves needed to do, took away the most they could 
from the company, and then left as quickly as they could. Ask 
yourself: would you want to work there? 

I’ve been involved with many volunteer organizations over the 
years. I was President of my Gliding Club, VP of my last User 
Group, co-Editor of my University newspaper, Public Relations 
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director of my university radio station, and the list goes on. And 
do you know what I’ve concluded? The term “Volunteer 
Organization” is a misnomer. The vast majority of the member¬ 
ship of Volunteer Organizations never volunteer to do any¬ 
thing. 

Organizations such as VMUG work on what I’ve come to refer 
to as “The Power of the People”. Tom Peters calls them 
Champions. Peter Drucker once wrote that “Whenever anything is 
accomplished in any organization, anywhere, it is always the 
result of a monomaniac on a mission”. One guy, like Konrad, has 
the idea of a MacFair, and his energy makes it happen. One guy, 
like Robin, says “we’re going to have monthly meetings”, and his 
energy makes it happen. In all cases, the other 140 of us enjoy 
the fruits of their labour. 

The dumb part is that a vicious circle is created by people who 
don’t volunteer. The few champions who do chip in have lots of 
work to do, because no one offers to help. They get swamped, 
and occasionally end up burning themselves out. Others see 
these champions swamped and burning, and say “I don’t want to 
burn out, so I won’t volunteer to help”. Not helping starts the cir¬ 
cle again. 

I actually had an experience with one organization where, as a 
result of the pressures near burnout, the President and the execu- 


Welcome_ 

byR. Tamasi 

VMUG Welcomes the Following New Members: 

May 90: Dave Bassett, Marion Voelkel, Robert McCourty, Ernest 
Stein, Jordan & Nicholas Bacon-Tyrras, Dick Sparks 

June 90: Rick & Craig Nordin, Royston Yeo, Jim & Joan Warren, 
Doug Ashmore, May Sheldrake, Duane Kinshella, Nelson Smith 

July 90: Sylvia L’Hirondelle, Gary Peterman, Diane Westgate, 
Tayo Runsewe, Raymond Huxley, Bob Parry 

August 90: Cipelletti Claude, Cpl. Chuck Cachia, Ted Dyment 

September 90: Allan Dack, K. Kishimoto, Barbara Smith 

Ocr 90: Steve Simpson, Rita Hammett, Shirley Walker, 

Richard Bockonko, Geoff Smith 

November 90: Dave & Pam Richardson, Stew Lang, Nicholas 
Wemyss, Robert Watson, James Arthurs, Phil Makin, Mark Lindal, 
Doreen Hall, Pam Stewart, Frances Strauss, Bruce Ham, 

L. Pommen, Janice McAree, Richard Robinson, R. Dougans, 
Cindy Beaton, W. McCallam, John Nelson, Geoff Hargreaves, 

P & L Bennett, Jim Walker, Anne Ravdin, Dave Collins, 

Patrice Snopkowski, Jan & Chris Cheadle, Keith Martell 
Mr & Mrs Louis Ranger, Michelle Lim, Jom Somner, 

Alain Brunei, John Crawford, Kay Gellatly, Ruth Sawbridge, 
Derek Ryder, Micheal Hawkins, Martin Smith, Des Raymor, 

David Lee, Paul Bushey • 


tive made up a list of the 20 people in that 200+ person organi¬ 
zation who actually helped out from time to time. They sent 
everyone else a letter saying “We regret to inform you that the 
organization you joined no longer exists. The people who 
worked to keep this group alive have absconded with the 
money, and will be starting a new group, which you are not 
welcome to join”. Scary concept. 

There’s lots to do in the VMUG. And if everyone did a little 
bit, no one would bum out. Speaking very selfishly, we could 
use some help on the Newsletter. We would love to have more 
writers, copy editors, people to pick up advertising, people to 
phone people, people who write letters to the editor, people, 
people, people. It’s the Power of You People that will make this 
Newsletter a success. • 

The views expressed herin are those of the author, and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Victoria Macintosh Users Group. 
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President’s Pad 

by R. Tamasi 

For those of you who missed the last 
meeting, everyone was still pretty excited 
about the overwhelming success of our 
MacFair, and the first item of business was 
a short feedback session on what everyone 
thought of it. As a small token of our 
appreciation for all the work he has done 
as chairman, Konrad was presented with a 
copy of More, the Outline/Idea Processor 
and Presentation Graphics program from 
Symantec. More, which I am sure Konrad 
could have used in preparing for the fair, 
was given to the User Group by Stephen 
DeWitt of Symantec, along with our draw 
prizes at the MacFair and Think C to give 
away at our December meeting. Winners 
of the draw were Jon Wolfersten, who won 
Norton Utilities and Curby Klaibert, who 
won SAM n. I had also wanted to thank all 
those who contributed in whatever way to 
the success of the MacFair, but in the con¬ 
fusion of the meeting, forgot of course. 
Don’t anyone think that their help was not 
noticed or appreciated. My personal thanks 


to everyone! Our dream for a LCD 
Projection System seems that much more 
attainable with the success of the MacFair, 
but we will have to wait until all the bills 
are in. In the meantime, let’s carry that 
enthusiasm and energy into our monthly 
meetings, Saturday Help Sessions (to 
come), submissions to the Newsletter, and 
on to an even greater MacFair in 1991. 

Keith Martell, of Peat Marwick Thome, 
gave a very interesting presentation on 
how this major accounting firm uses the 
Macintosh and various software packages 
in their business. World-wide, they have 
over 20000 Macs, and the Victoria office 
has 43 Macs and two 650 mb file servers. 
Peat Marwick was one of the early test 
beds for the Macintosh, prior to its release, 
and still enjoys a very close relationship 
with Apple, because of their size and com¬ 
mitment to the Macintosh. At the end of 
the presentation, Keith indicated the 
accounting packages on the Mac that they 
recommend: MultiLedger for smaller busi¬ 
nesses and Great Plains for larger compa¬ 
nies. 

For the first time since becoming 


President a little over a year ago, I have 
meeting presentations lined up for the next 
3 months. Usually, I am scrambling to get 
someone just before the newsletter dead¬ 
line. This is partly as a result of asking 
about participation in the MacFair and 
partly as a result of the fair itself. Because 
of the MacFair and our increased size, now 
about 150 members, I expect there will be 
a lot more interest in our User Group. In 
any case, I also expect that Trevor Inkpen’s 
presentation on Fonts, for the December 
meeting, will be very informative and well 
worth attending. We will also have the 
draw for Think C, open to members 
only. And speaking of our monthly meet¬ 
ings, from now on we will be meeting in 
the room directed ahead of you as you 
enter the James Bay Community School, 
rather than the Library. It costs a little 
more, but I feel it is far more suitable, and 
we have apparently been exceeding the 
rated capacity of the Library for quite some 
time now. For those who can’t hear me at 
meetings, we also have the use of a micro¬ 
phone in the new room! 

I would urge anyone thinking about 
acquiring a hard disk in the near future to 


SPECIAL OFFER 

(to User Group Members ONLY) 

EMAC Metro External Disk Drives 
20 mb - $540 
40 mb - $745 <- Quantum 

Includes Norton Utilities and SCSI Sentry 
(See EMAC Ad Page 5 Dec 90 MacUser) 

We must have a Minimum Order of 6 Drives. 

Deadline for orders is the end of the December 13th, VMUG Meeting 
Full Payment must accompany order (including tax $572.40 or $789.70). 

For more Information or to Order, 

Contact: Robin Tamasi 652-3588 (Work 656-6677) or E-mail on Macintosh Way 

(This offer is being made by Abaton direct to User Group members only and includes compensation to the 

Abaton Dealer of our choice.) 
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Meet the Maniacs 

by Derek A. Ryder & Marion Voelkel 

Since this is the first issue being put out 
by the New Editorial Staff, under the New 
Executive, to a User Group with lots of New 
Members, we thought it might be nice to let 
you meet them what publish this rag. 

Editorial duties are being split between 
two folks this year. My name is Derek 
Ryder, and Em taking on the role of 
Managing and Senior Editor, which involves 
chasing people for articles, copy editing 
material for submission, and editorializing 
on the odd topic or two. Marion Voelkel is 
the Layout and Design Editor, who’s role 
will be the layout and graphic design for 
the newsletter itself. 

I arrived in Victoria on October 28th, 

1990 (does that make me a native?), having 
been transferred here by my company. I am 
a Reservoir Engineer with Esso Resources 
Canada, on loan to the B.C. Government’s 
Ministry of Energy, Mines & Petroleum 
Resources for two years. Esso’s Calgary 
office is the largest single site installation of 
Macs in Canada, with over 1400 of them in 
our building. They are all networked over a 
PhoneNet system, with TOPS and a Netway 
gate to our IBM mainframe. At Esso, I was 
the Vice-President of our 75+ person Mac 
User Group, and Managing Editor of our 
newsletter, MacHeadroom. I had an SE/30 
on my desk, with 8 megs of Virtual Ram, 
all the software I ever wanted, and was a 
happy camper. I arrived here to find an AT 
clone on my desk, running DOS 3.2, Lotus 
2.01 and Word 5.0. Yes, I have gone tragi¬ 
cally back in time, and it hurts. I conserva¬ 
tively estimate that I have lost about 60% of 
my computing capabilities, have hundreds 
of percent more problems, given up scads 
of control of my output, and countless other 
small things that make me hate IBM tech¬ 
nology all over again. 

Actually, I’ve never owned a Mac, having 
had access to one since I brought a 512k 
into my group at Esso in the spring of 1985. 
I did it then because, after having used an 
IBM-PC for a year or so, I was convinced 


that there had to be something better. Over 
the years, I worked up to a Plus, an SE (one 
of the first in Canada) and finally to my 
beloved SE/30. Somewhere in there I was a 
key player in converting Esso Resources 
from an IBM shop to a Mac haven. 

I’m not a “systems” person, just a 
well-educated “Dumb End User”. At Esso, I 
was on the Beta Test Team for essentially all 
the new software and hardware that was 
being looked at in the Company, and I even 
got to go to the MacWorld Expo in Boston 
this past August (I actually met Guy 
Kawasaki!!!). Somewhere along the way, I 
became intimately familiar with Excel, 

Word, PowerPoint, MacDraw II, Acta, More 
& More II, MacPaint, MacWrite, MacProject 
II and a host of others. I have come to hate 
StupidPaint (or is it SuperPaint?), loathe 
page layout programs (hence the split in the 
editorial duties!) and other badly written 
programs in general. You can read in this 
issue about my experience with Colour 
Printers. And I love playing games, too (I’m 
at the Captain level in Falcon!), but that’s 
another story. 

I’m really pleased to be in Victoria, and 
am thrilled to be able to volunteer my time 
to VMUG. And you can read about that in 
my editorial. 

Now its my turn! I’d like to begin by say¬ 
ing how delighted I am to be working on 
this newsletter with Derek. I think we will 
all benefit from his experience as Managing 
Editor for his Calgary group’s newsletter, 
not to mention his Mac experience. 

My own love affair with the Mac started 
out rather shakily. I began my graphic 
design career in Toronto, way back in the 
days before personal computers. Back then, 
the most familiar layout tools a designer had 
were the ubiquitous x-acto knife and waxer. 
It was tedious and time-consuming and 
making changes to a layout could be 
agony!! Computer graphics systems were in 
use but they were extremely expensive and 
inaccessible, although capable of incredible 
output. Then in 1984 I saw my first Mac. It 
was a 512K machine and the only printer 
available was the Imagewriter. To make 


things worse, the only software for it was 
MacPaint, MacDraw and MacWrite. I 
watched as the salesperson manipulated 
some boxes and circles on the screen and 
added some type that looked like bricks. 
After seeing demonstrations of high end 
graphics stations, I was not impressed, to 
say the least. The output from the dot 
matrix printer did nothing to alter my opin¬ 
ion. I declared to my companion that no 
graphic designer would ever take the Mac 
seriously! 

Two years later I was living in Victoria 
and working at UVic. My division, Univer¬ 
sity Extension, was researching the comput¬ 
er market in order to determine the best 
machine for our graphic design work. When 
I discovered that they were considering the 
Mac, my mind went back to 1984 and I 
couldn’t believe they were serious. How¬ 
ever, I was assured that things had changed 
in two years. I attended a computer show in 
Vancouver with my colleagues and an open 
mind. By that time, Apple had created the 
Mac II, and had just introduced the SE. 
Software developers had also been busy, 
among the programs demonstrated were 
Aldus Pagemaker, Quark XPress and Adobe 
Illustrator. I remember watching incredu¬ 
lously as the programs were taken through 
their paces. This was amazing! Type and art 
manipulations that would have taken hours 
by traditional methods, were accomplished 
in seconds. I was sold! A short time later I 
had a Mac SE on my desk and was busily 
poring through the manuals. It was a dual 
floppy machine with only IK of memory, 
networked to our Mac II with TOPS. The 
SE’s floppy drives ran the system software 
and application disks, and the Mac II stored 
all the files. A basic setup, but it worked. 

Now, four years later, our division has 11 
Macs along with 13 IBM machines and we 
are installing a Novell network to link the 
two environments, and I have graduated to 
a Mac Ilex and a Radius 2-page display. I 
could never return to the traditional meth¬ 
ods of layout.. I confess though that I 
haven’t thrown out my x-acto knife or the 
waxer, but they are getting very dusty I am 
Continues on page 9 
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Colour Output Devices 

One Man’s Opinion 


by DA. Ryder 

I’ve been playing around with trying to 
get colour output from a Mac since early in 
1987. In the Fall of that year, I figured out 
a way to hook up an HP 7550A plotter to a 
Macintosh, and I received a steady stream 
of calls about how to do it. The underlying 
desire most had was to get colour output 
from a Mac, and since a pen plotter is the 
main route in the IBM world, many think it 
must be the right way to go in the Mac 
world, too. What I’ve been telling people 
for since then is that yes it works, but no, 
you don’t want to do it. 

To me, colour output is a pain. Why 
wait for a plotter when I can get outstand¬ 
ing Black & White from the LaserWriter or 
high quality Inkjet in a fraction of the time? 
Ever tried to photocopy coloured output? 
On and on I would talk about the pros of 
B&W, and in the end, most would be con¬ 
verted. But a few remain out there with 
such esoteric excuses such as “Well, my 
manager sits in a room all day long look¬ 


ing at vugraphs, and he’ll go bug-eyed if 
all I can show him is B&W. Managers need 
colour to stay awake!” (that is a real argu¬ 
ment I was given one day). 

So there is a demand for colour output. 

If there wasn’t, we wouldn’t have so many 
HP plotters kicking around? Trouble is, for 
all the beautiful 16 million colours you can 
get on screen, colour output devices are 
scarce . This is true for both IBM and Mac 
stuff. Your range looks something like this: 
at the low end is the pen plotter, with it’s 
great line driven graphics, but slow text 
and solid object creation (about $2000). 
Then comes the colour InkJet types, led in 
the past by the HP. They have tended to 
be slow, and the jets clog, and they smear, 
and they don’t do transparencies all that 
well, and they usually have a low number 
of dots per inch, giving low resolution 
(about $3000). Then comes the range of 
thermal transfer printers, characterized by 
the high cost ($7000 up to $25000), high 
resolution (300 DPI+), slow print speeds 
and somewhat finicky mechanics. The 


QMS ColourScript is the best known of 
these. There is no such thing as a colour 
laser printer yet, but one or two companies 
have been talking about them since the fall 
of ‘89, in the $30000 range. 

Couple all of these horror stories with 
the fact that no one has ever made a 
colour printer/plotter specifically for the 
Mac. All the devices on the market have 
had a 3rd party figure out the way to hook 
them up and write the software to drive 
the thing. Some of them (like PlotStart, the 
driver I’ve used to hook the Mac to an HP 
plotter) are awful. Some are marginal, like 
the one HP is shipping with the PaintJet 
printer. 

But I’m here to tell you all of that has 
changed, and while perfection isn’t here 
yet, a damn good compromise is available. 
It’s the Tektronix ColourQuick inkjet 
printer, and it costs about $3500. It’s the 
first colour printer specifically designed for 
the Mac. It has 216 DPI resolution, 50% 
greater than the HP PaintJet, and almost 
that of the LaserWriter. It’s printing speed 
is about a minute per page, pretty reason¬ 
able in comparison to the LaserWriter II 
working on a page with lots of graphics. 
Unlike many of the other print drivers, it 
prints all of the LaserWriter fonts. That may 
seem insignificant, but realize that the driv¬ 
er HP supplies with it’s PaintJet requires 
you to use a completely different set of 
fonts. To print a page to the LaserWriter, 
then on colour on the HP, you’d have to 
stop in the middle and change ALL of the 
fonts (imagine that with an Excel chart, 
where every piece of text must be changed 
independently!). With the Tektronix, you 
simply select the printer from the Chooser, 
and print. The colours are far richer than 
the HP, especially so on the special treated 
paper. 

Now I said it wasn’t perfect. First and 
foremost, it’s not networkable, without 
spending an additional $15000. It’s a SCSI 
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connected device, so it’s dedicated to one 
machine. I personally don’t consider that a 
big deal, since I strongly do not recom¬ 
mend you use this as a day to day printer. 
As such, having one machine in a work¬ 
group connected to it would allow enough 
access to run the odd transparency or two. 

Second, the transparencies themselves 
are expensive ($1.20 per transparency), and 
a bit finicky. They’re treated to accept the 
ink permanently, and if you touch the sur¬ 
face before the ink gets on it, the ink will 
smear a bit. Not a really big issue if you’re 
careful, and another reason to connect it to 
a single machine to insure that the sheets 
are handled properly and not unnecessari¬ 
ly wasted. 

Based on the demonstrations I had and 
the sample I got, my company bought a 
few of these, and after a year or so of hav¬ 
ing one next door, here’s a prolonged 
“Road Test Report”. 

The first observation is that people don’t 
use colour that much even if it’s available, 
because the LaserWriter’s still much faster 
and simpler. Our Art & Graphics folks did 
a bit of colour, but only occasionally, and 
in the end, they went out and bought a 
QMS. I’ll explain why in a bit. 

Secondly, you had better have pretty 
bright software if you want to do both 


Meet the Maniacs cotit’d 

also the proud owner of my own Mac Ilex , 
which I will be using to create the newslet¬ 
ter along with my favourite programs, 

Adobe Illustrator and Quark XPress. 

The next couple of issues of the newslet¬ 
ter will look very much as it has in the past, 
however look for some design changes in 
199. It seems I can’t resist putting my own 
fingerprint to the pages! Derek and I would 
also like to come up with an official name 
for the newsletter. MacHeadroom is appar¬ 
ently taken... any other suggestions? • 


colour and B&W from the same document. 
Programs like PowerPoint allow greyscale 
printing of coloured output. Programs like 
Excel don’t. Full colour Excel charts are 
very weird on the LaserWriter; any colours 
lighter than a midtone grey print white, 
which you can’t see, and anything much 
darker prints solid black. I understand 
there’s a fix in the latest LaserWriter drivers 
that default to greyscale, so maybe that’s 
not too big a deal anymore. 

As for the ColourQuick itself, it’s far 
more expensive to operate than we origi¬ 
nally thought. It eats ink like it’s going out 
of style, at $12 for a cartridge. Supplies in 
general are an absolute pain to replace. It 
comes with none, and our purchasing peo¬ 
ple didn’t know that, so we had to wait 
about 3 weeks after the printer arrived 
before we had paper and ink. We waited 
up to 2 months to get supplies out of 
Tektronix in Calgary. 

People who don’t think in terms of 
operating cost can kill you. Some bozo 
came in one weekend to use the 
ColourQuick, and ate up two whole boxes 
of transparencies (about $150 worth), 
about half a dozen ink cartridges ($75), 
and about 50 sheets of treated paper 
(another $15). And because of the slow 
supply re-delivery, we were out of com¬ 
mission for a month. 

When you try to hook it to your Mac, 
you’ll find that the normal system SCSI 
cable isn’t long enough to have your print¬ 
er sit next to your machine. But if your 
cable extension is more than 1 foot long, 
the printer won’t work. Period. We had 4 
service visits (at $250 a pop), a firmware 
upgrade, and two software upgrades 
before we found this out. And even if the 
cable isn’t too long, there’s no guarantee 
that it will work anyway, as there was one 
Mac Ilex on our floor that just would not 
work with the ColourQuick. 


It’s also slower than we thought. It’s fine 
on draft quality on treated paper, at about 
a minute per page. The “Final” quality isn’t 
much better for resolution, and takes 3 
minutes per page. But transparencies are 6 
to 7 minutes per page, as the print head 
goes very slowly to avoid smearing, and 
passes each line 3 times to get the best res¬ 
olution. 

They have this neat driver called 
TekColour that replaces the Apple Colour 
Wheel for selecting colours. It has a graph¬ 
ical display of all 16 million colours. 
Overlaying this is the zone of colours that 
the monitor can show, and a second zone 
that the printer can print. Selecting a 
colour where the two overlap insures that 
WYSIWYG, colour-wise. It’s slick, but dis¬ 
appointing, as you’d love to print many of 
the colours that you can see. 

The main reason that our Drafting peo¬ 
ple bought a QMS after a year is that the 
ColourQuick is QuickDraw based, while 
the QMS is postscript. Since they do most 
of their work in Illustrator and Freehand, 
they needed the postscript. The QMS does 
a fantastic job - nice glossy stuff, really 
rich colours. It’s occasionally quite slow; 
pages with lots of graphics can take up to 
5 minutes. But the QMS is on the network, 
and is shared by everyone in the building. 
It’s really nice, but cost almost $10000. 

So, with perfect 20/20 hindsight, am I 
still a fan of the ColourQuick? Yes, with 
reservations. I still think it’s the best com¬ 
promise of performance and affordability 
on the market. It really does beat the HP 
PaintJet by a wide margin on performance, 
worth every penny of the $1000 or so 
incremental price. But Tektronix provides 
awful support, and you seem to need quite 
a bit. And it’s hellishly expensive to run. 
But if you need colour from time to time, 
and already have another printer for B&W 
use, I’d still buy the ColourQuick. • 
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...complete with Norton Utilities: a $152 value! 
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• Quicken 1.5...only $59 

..personal budgeting & finance package - excellent! 

• ATM version 2.0...only $84 

.. .Adobe Type Manager is faster and better! 

• After Dark...only $34 

...best reviewed screen-saver - useful and fun! 

• Sim Earth...only $64 

...one of the best games - Sim City, has grown! 

...so curl up nice'n'snug one evening in 
front of a big warm fire with your Mac! 












.. .with this great buy you too can connect 
to Ivan's or our Bulletin Board Service! 


• EMAC 2400 Modem... only $219 

.. MNP Class 5. err^i^^ecticafand compression 
.. .on&year warranty honoured by Advantage 

with cable 


Advantage would like to thank you for your loyalty in 
helping to make our year an outstanding success! 
From our family to yours ...have a great Christmas and 



S 380-9988 


703 Broughton Street 

Advantage Computers - B.C.'s leading Apple Dealer since 1985 
Free 1st hour parking under the Public Library. 



® 


Authorized Dealer 







President's Pad cont'd 

consider the EMAC disk offer by Abaton 

(elsewhere in the Newsletter). It seems like 
a pretty good price when you consider 
that it includes Norton Utilities, and that 
the 40 mb is a Quantum Drive. Please let 
me know if you want one before the end 
of the December 13th meeting, as payment 
in full is required with order. This is one of 
the first special deals offered direct to the 
User Group and includes an arrangement 
to keep the local Abaton dealers happy. 

The November meeting was a bit of a 
transition and may have seemed a little 
disorganized. With many people, including 
myself, involved in the MacFair I had not 
had a chance or wished to have a meeting 
with our new executive. We did finally get 
together for a very enjoyable poduck at 
Marnie Scholes’ on Nov 14th. Although I 
realized afterwards that there were many 
things we didn’t get around to discuss, it 
was a very productive meeting. I think we 
have a very enthusiastic executive, and 
also that we will be able to come up with 
a very interesting and informative year for 
the User Group. I was especially pleased 
to be able to hand over the Treasury to 
Marnie Scholes and the Membership to 
Terry Boorman. Chris Hvid, our VP and 


HyperCard whiz, is redoing the VMUG 
Membership HyperCard stack. Derek 
Ryder has enthusiastically taken over the 
job of Newsletter Editor, much to the 
applause of Marion, who was to be our 
new editor but would far rather do the lay¬ 
out and publishing. From what I have seen 
so far I am sure he will make a great edi¬ 
tor. Derek, who introduced himself at the 
MacFair, and was Vice President of the 
Esso Calgary MacSIG and editor of their 
newsletter, arrived in Victoria from Calgary 
on the Monday before the MacFair. I think 
we are pretty lucky that he happened to 
see a MacFair ad in the newspaper. 

We have sold out our original order of 
the “Little Mac Book” and “The Mac is not 
a Typewriter”, but if anyone is still interest¬ 
ed in please let me know, and I will see 
about another order (minimum order of 10 
each needed). 

Along the same subject, for all those 
new members (and not so new, too), if 
you need help, please don’t hesitate to 
phone me or anyone else on the execu¬ 
tive. We do not necessarily know the 
answers, but hopefully we can put you on 
to someone who does. We eventually hope 
to gather together a list of contact people 
for various topics, but in the 


meantime...phone or write! At the meet¬ 
ings, please don’t feel that I or anyone else 
is ignoring you when asked a question, 
there just never seems to be enough time 
and the meetings are a very concentrated 
time for us. Also to repeat, please don’t 
hesitate to ask questions during the Help, 
Questions, Answer, Tips session of the 
meetings. It doesn’t matter how silly your 
question sounds to you, there is always 
someone dying to answer it! 

And, again get something together for 
the next newsletter. Even though we 
belong to the MUG News Service, let’s fill 
the newsletters with our own member sub¬ 
missions! We also need someone to do the 
Advertising for the Newsletter (see the 
Classified Ads). 

For anyone who has been reading my 
column I still haven’t got back to those 
Xcmds and C , but now that I have meet¬ 
ings booked for several meetings in 
advance, Marnie is taking over the 
Treasury , Terry the Membership, Derek 
and Marion the Newsletter, and my “Build 
Your Own Home Course” is over, I should 
be able to get back to it. But then there is 
Christmas and Skiing and Mountain Biking 
in the rain and... 

See You at the Meeting! 


This Month in History 


researched by DA. Ryder 

The news as reported by December 
MacWorld magazines: 

1984: The Fat Mac (512k) had just been 
released in September for $3195 US, and 
the price of the 128k had dropped $300 to 
$2195. Apple had just announced that you 
could upgrade the 128k to the 512k for 
only $995. 

Pricing on the Classic looks pretty good, eh? 


The “Tips” column contained lots of dis¬ 
cussions about pasting MacPaint drawings 
into Mac Write. They reviewed the 3 (count 
‘em) “hard drives” available—from 
Davong, Tecmar and Corvus. The Davong 
10 meg would set you back $2395. Corvus 
could give you 16 megs for $3195 or 45 
megs for $4995. 

Pricing on the 40 meg Classic looks pretty good, eh? 

The game “Lode Runner” was intro¬ 
duced, as was the original MacLink. And 4 


companies announced Epson printer inter¬ 
faces. 

1985: The top selling software in busi¬ 
ness was Jazz, followed by Microsoft 
Word, Multiplan, File and Chart. 

Just wait a few months, Lotus! 

The review of the best in communica¬ 
tions software looked at MacTerminal, 
Smartcom II, Telescape, Red Ryder and 
inTouch. Spectrum Holobyte had just 
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IBM & MACINTOSH 
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Suite 1-1040 North Park St. Victoria B.C. V8T 1C6 388-7114 Fax 388-9106 





SAVE YOUR CAPITAL 






TIE EXPENSES TO THE JOB! 


released GATO, the submarine game. And ClickArt Effects was the 
hottest add-on for MacPaint. 

Atari was running ads touting the $799 price of it’s 520ST versus 
$2795 for the Mac 512, $4675 for the IBM PC-AT, and $1795 for 
the Commodore Amiga. 

Pricing on that Classic is looking better all the time. 

1986: Apple was starting to feel the pinch of the great power 
supply problems, with what was being called “a very high” 
burnout rate. LVT shipped 15000 copies of More in the first 
month. Memory was the subject of a long editorial, complaining 
about “the OPEC of High Tech” driving prices up to $250 a meg. 

Now you can get it for $50 a meg. Wish Apple had betterforesight. 

Microsoft started shipping Word 3.0. 

Just wait a month or so HU the complaints start. 

The winners of the best games awards were Airborne, Wi 2 ardry, 
Deja Vu, MacGolf, The Ancient Art of War, Life and the Microsoft 
Flight Simulator. One of my personal favourites, Balance of Power, 
came in as a runner up, as did the Leather Goddess of Phobos. 

The top 5 selling business software packages were Word, Excel, 
PageMaker, MacWrite and MacDraw. Jazz had fallen to 9th place. 
Top selling hard drives were the Apple HD 20 and the 
HyperDrive 20. 

1 had a HyperDrive , until it blew up my 512k Mac, and GCC quit supporting it. • 


Good Design is Once Again 
a Simple Process. 

The ultimate input system for graphic artists. 

The Kurtt Studio input system is comprised of a 12" x 17" digitize!; 
template, four pointing devices, inter&cc, and Tempo II® macro soft¬ 
ware. Compatible with all Apple® Macintosh® II and SE computers. 

Creativity on Command. 

Kura Studio’s integrated system allows you to access all tools, typefaces, 
and menu commands through one intuitive interface. 

Kurta Studio’ 

Kura Studio comes pre-programmed with the most commonly used 
commands in PageMaker® FreeHand® and Persuasion® In addition, 

Tfempo II software enables you to create your own custom commands 
for popular software programs like QuarkXPress? Adobe® Illustrator® 
and others. 

Organize and Optimize. 

For tracing accuracy, the entire tablet area can be scaled to any monitor 
size. Custom areas allow you to individualize the Studio with color 
pallets and oft-used commands. 

Instant Support—Lifetime Warranty. 

Kura Studio is backed with 
a lifetime warranty on the 
digitizer and pointing devices. 

And should you ever need it, 
our tech-support hotline will 
eagerly answer any question. 



WURTR* 


3007 E. Chambers 
Phoenix, AZ 85040 

1 800 44 KUSXA 
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Ultra Paint $186.95 
Super Paint $169.95 
Swivel 3D $436.00 


Come in and meet our 
new Macintosh Advisor. 

Joe Klovance 
He will help you with 
all your Macintosh needs. 

V... J 




















Disk of the Month—November 


by Ivan Good 

Free Advice(DA>—This desk accessory 
will give you tidbits of wisdom just for the 
asking. *(Note this DA works in conjunc¬ 
tion with “MacInTalk”, which must be in 
your system folder.) 

Playbill—A Type 1 Postscript version of 
one of the many “western style” fonts. It 
has upper and lower case letters and most 
common punctuation. It should work on 
any genuine Postscript printer or with 
Adobe’s ATM. Playbill is free for non-com¬ 
mercial applications. 

Lower West Side—A Type 1 Postscript 
font. It is compatible with Adobe’s ATM. It 
is based on the typeface “Shatter” and 
looks much like the famous signs saying 
things like "STRESSED OUT?” or “ARE 
YOUR EYES BAD??”. It contains a full 
upper- and lower-case alphabet, numbers 
and punctuation - no diacritics. Obviously 
the typeface is of limited use, except for 
calculated irritation. 

Fire Zone—An interesting arcade style, 
single player, tank shoot’em up game. 


INiTlnfo 4.1 - A Guide to INITs by Gary 
Ouellet and Glenn Brown, After finding no 
source of information on how to solve 
System conflict problems, they posted a 
half a dozen or so on CompuServe as the 
first INITInfo. This file has now been 
downloaded many times, and are on their 
8th revision. INITInfo is intended to be a 
‘clearing house’ for INIT and other System 
problems. 

M/F Rating—MultiFinder rating, is a small 
application you run in the background 
under MultiFinder to give you some indica¬ 
tion if your others programmes and appli¬ 
cations are “MultiFinder Friendly”. 

NamedFolder—An INIT that alters the 
Finder’s “New Folder” menu command and 
lets you name a folder before it is created 
instead of having it automatically named 
‘Empty Folder’. Like all INITS you must 
place it into your System folder in order for 
it work. Named Folder will not take effect 
until you next reboot your computer.. 

Scribe™—When you first open an appli¬ 
cation such as MacWrite™, the programme 
conveniently provides you with an blank 
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“Untitled” document so that you may begin 
typing immediately without having to fid¬ 
dle with the mouse. This is very conve¬ 
nient except for one thing: the font you 
begin typing with is chosen for you: 
Geneva. If your favourite font is different 
than Geneva or if you use a LaserWriter™ 
printer, you will find yourself fiddling with 
the mouse to change fonts anyway. 
Inconvenient. There is an easier way. 

Using Scribe™, you simply choose the font 
you would like your applications to use 
when they are first opened, and Scribe will 
take care of the rest. The font you choose 
will be the font all your applications first 
use, no matter which disk you start-up 
with! And if you ever wish to, you can 
always use Scribe again to change the 
default font, as it is called, back to Geneva 

Comment Editor—Allows you to “perma 
nently” modify 7 the comment in the Finder 5 : 
Get Info dialogue box on Finder version 
6.0 (or above). Comment Editor is a share¬ 
ware product. If you use this programme, 
you must register it. More information on 
registering the software can be found in 
the documentation. 

Scroll2 v2.0— Latest incarnation of the 
scroll bar arrow replacement tweak. This 
one is a control panel device with multiple 
choices of scroll arrows and scroll bar pat¬ 
tern. Allows the user to remember incom¬ 
patible applications for better reliability. 
Check out the scroll bars in the window of 
the accompanying graphic. 

PopChaiflNlT)—A little startup documen 
(also known as an INIT) that enables you 
to generate every possible character that is 
available in the current font without having 
to remember keyboard combinations. Docs 
are in text and MacWrite format. 

continues on page It 
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Disk of the Month cont'd 

Meander— A simple game from the 
archives of Joel Bender. The playing is an 
NxN square board with pieces that slide 
around, each piece connects two pairs of 
its sides. When you start a new game, you 
specify the size of the board, the kind of 
game (2-person, person against the com¬ 
puter, and person against the computer 
advanced mode), and how many bridges 
(2 or 4). When play begins, the “hole” is in 
the center of the board. Any set of pieces 
can be slid into the hole. The object of the 
game is to be the first player to connect 
any two sides of the board with this mean¬ 
dering line. 

Alternative Trash Icons (Set n) —Yes, 
this is yet another set of trashy trash icons 


Classified Ads 

Help Wanted: The VMUG Newsletter 
needs an Advertising Manager. Individual 
would be responsible for collecting all 
commercial and non-commercial advertis¬ 
ing monthly, seeking out new advertisers, 
testing all ads to insure they meet quality 
and ethical standards. Position requires lit¬ 
tle time and a bit of running around. 
Advertising allows us to cover the cost of 
producing the Newsletter and to maintain 
your membership fees at the current level. 
Your User Group needs YOU. Apply 
NOW before someone else does. If you 
have about 5 hours a month to spare, con¬ 
tact Derek Ryder at 598-3505 (Eve) or 356- 
2757 (Days). 

Wanted To Buy: Imagewriter II printer in 
good condition. Is yours gathering dust? 
Please call Rita at 477-2859 anytime. 

I’d like to contact another MIDI interface 
user to discuss “how to’s”. Call Dean at 
477-7691 (evenings) or 386-0997 (Days) 


for you and your friends to laugh at for 
years to come. Instructions are included in 
a text file, also instructions are in the STR# 
resources of each file. *(Note ResEdit is 
needed to install these icons.) 

Sad Dawg Sound Lab— The sole function 
of SDSL is to play synthesised speech 
through the MacinTalk driver (which must 
be in your System Folder). To play speech, 
you can type in either TextEdit field. You 
can type plain English into the first box. 
Then click the speaker button to play the 
speech (or just hit return).The purpose of 
SDSL is to replace Apple’s Speech Lab, 
which is about 5 years old, and no longer 
works with the latest System software. 

The Liberator2!— An improved version of 
Greg Kearney’s famous original stack, 
which unlocks HyperCard 2.0 “Home” 


Wanted: Discussions with someone on 
Foxbase and/or 4th Dimension. Call John 
at 477-5274 

For Sale: New Mac Plus, 6 months left on 
the Apple Warranty. Complete with FAST 
40 meg Quantum Hard Drive, Keyboard, 
mouse. Asking $1895. Call Dean at 477- 
7691 (evenings) or 386-0997 (Days) 

For Sale: Imagewriter II, $550. Thunder- 
Scan 4.0, $120. Reflex Plus relational 
database from Borland $60. Aztec C 3.6c, 


stacks. Allowing full access to all features, 
including scripting. Liberator asks you to 
find a “Home” stack and then will uncover 
all hidden features 

TidBits —More TidBits (Needs 
HyperCard). The principle behind TidBits 
is that everyone has too many things to 
read and too much information to keep up 
with. TidBits records, summarizes, and ref¬ 
erences interesting information concerning 
the computer industry in general, and the 
state of the Macintosh specifically. 

PhoneMate —A(cdev) utility which plays 
a digitized sound file when a phone 
(attached to a Mac via a modem) rings. It 
was written to help discriminate one’s 
phone ring from another in work areas 
where all the phones sound the same. • 


complete C development system $60. Best 
offer accepted on all items. Call Robin at 
652-3588 

Your Ad Here Free: Got some stuff to 
sell? Looking for a fellow Crystal Quest 
addict? Need a piece of equipment? These 
classifieds are free to VMUG members. To 
reach over 250 Macintosh users in the 
greater Victoria area, contact Derek Ryder 
at 598-3505 (Evenings) or 356-2757 (Days). 


VMUG Meetings are held in the gym 
of the James Bay Community School, 
140 Oswego Street 



Be there on the second Thursday of every month, 
at 7:30 pm. 
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Resizing Bitmaps in the Draw Layer 


by Peter Shank, T/Maker Company 

Reprinted with permission ofRMUG i © 1990from the Summer-Fall 1990Issue 

In graphics programs with both a Draw and a Paint layer, such as 
SuperPaint and Canvas, you should scale down images in the 
Draw layer. Bitmapped images scaled down in the paint layer 
become blurred, whereas bitmaps scaled down in the draw layer 
maintain their original clarity. 

For example, we pasted the following graphic into the paint layer 
of SuperPaint: 



We then scaled it 50% vertically and horizontally: 



Next, we pasted the original image into the draw layer of 
SuperPaint and scaled it down 50% vertically and horizontally: 



Note: increasing the size of a bitmapped image in the draw layer yields only 
slightly better results than increasing the size in the paint layer. PostScript® 
printer users should be aware that Encapsulated PostScript images maintain 
their clarity regardless of resizing. 


Computer Insurance: are you covered? 


You’ve spent several thousand dollars on 
your computer equipment, right? Is it prop¬ 
erly insured? Probably not! We asked that 
question to several hundred Apple and 
Mac users at the recent National Apple 
User Group Conference held in Chicago 
last April and received some interesting 
results. 

When we asked folks how they used 
their computer, 41% said for personal use, 
34% for work, and 24% for their own busi¬ 
ness use. That was followed by asking if 
they had insurance on that equipment. 63% 
said yes, but 29% said no, and 8% were 


unsure. 14% said they had free standing 
policies and 17% said they had business 
policies. Not very good percentages for 
such expensive equipment. 

What is alarming is that many people 
think their homeowner’s insurance covers 
all their computer equipment, but that isn’t 
necessarily so. In fact, most insurance com¬ 
panies only cover up to $3500 on a stan¬ 
dard homeowner’s policy. You need to get 
a special rider or a free standing policy to 
cover all your equipment. 

Being properly insured is important, 


considering that the biggest concern for 
our users was the fear of theft (71%), fol¬ 
lowed by fire (45%), power surges (35%), 
and lightning (35%), (all covered by a 
good policy). Check with your agent to 
make sure you are covered. If you have nc 
insurance, get some now! Better to be safe 
than sorry! • 

reprinted with permission from the MUG News Service 
©1990 MUG NEWS SERVICE 
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Random Hints and Tips 


byR. Tamasi 

How to Enable Higher User Levels in 
HyperCard 2.0: Open up HyperCard 2.0, 
Select “Last” from “Go” Menu. On the Last 
Card select “Message” from the “Go” 

Menu. Then type Magic, followed by a 
return, into the Message Box. 

ROM Disk on the Macintosh Classic: 

Although fairly restrictive in use, the new 
Macintosh Classic apparently has a hidden 
disk on the ROM. To access it Press (and I 
assume hold down) Command-Option-X-O 
while booting up. It’s version 6.0.3 of the 
System. 


LaserWriter Drivers 6.0 in Colour- 
Word and SuperPaint 2.0: If you install 
the colour LaserWriter Drivers (6.0 etc.) 
available with System 6.0.5, you can get 
various gray-scales for text by selecting dif¬ 
ferent colours. This works great in Ward 
4.0 (and probably other versions and pro¬ 
grams), but doesn’t sit too well with 
SuperPaint 2.0. The problem occurs when 
text is included on the Draw Layer. If you 
are a registered user, phone Silicon Beach 
Software and ask for SuperPaint 2.0a. Its 
suppose to solve the problem, but as I 
have not received mine yet I cannot say 
for sure. • 


A Book Club for Mac Users: a critique 


by Richard P. Abrams 

Reprinted with permission of BMUG, £ 1990 
from the Summer-Fall 1990 Issue 

The Small Computer Book Club has a 
current (1990) mailing targeted at owners of 
Macintosh computers. They offer $93.80 
worth of books for only $4.95 and an agree¬ 
ment to purchase at least three more dis¬ 
counted volumes through the club. I want 
to share with my fellow Mac owners what a 
closer look revealed. 

The books in this special offer include: 
Hands on Excel by Goodman & McComb, 
The Fully Powered Mac by Eckhardt, 

Dr. Dobb’s Essential HyperTalk Handbook 
by Swaine, Hypertalk by Lon Poole 
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These were all useful volumes when 
published in 1988, but they are now 
declining in value like outdated software. 
No developments which occurred in 1989 
are included. The absence of information 
on Excel 2.2 makes Hands on Excel virtu¬ 
ally useless for most active Excel users. 

The Hypertalk books don’t cover the 1.2.5 
release, and the Freeware and Shareware 
included on a disk with The Fully Powered 
Mac dates mostly from 1987. A large per¬ 
centage of disk space is taken up with an 
outdated version of ResEdit. 

The next surprise was that the $4.95 
special offer grew to $10.94 when ship¬ 
ping and handeling were added. The club 
does not publish their shipping charges, 
but it is safe to assume that in most cases, 
shipping and handeling charges will erode 
most of the l6%-25% discounts given on 
single volume purchases. 

The Small Computer Book Club is one 
of two book clubs run by Macmillan Book 
Clubs Inc. The other is the Library of 
Computer and Information Sciences. The 
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Software 
with a 
cause... 


VAPD™ (ValueAdded Public 
Domain™) was established to give you 
the value-added public domain software 
you’re looking for, while supporting the 
Mac community. Your purchase will 
help raise funds for the JOHNNY 
APPLESEED AWARDS™. 

Help continue the important works of 
this non-profit program for Mac users. 


MonsterFonts'... 


Monster Fonts™ is the most complete 
collection of fonts and font related items 
in the Mac world! Two volumes offer 
hundreds of bitmapped fonts, laser fonts 
and font utilities, all documented with 
printable on-line directory, including 
indexed disk jackets. Each volume is only 
$49.95. (Or $79.95 for all 20 disks!) 
Volume 3 is scheduled for release in 
early 1991 featuring outlines and 
SmoothFont™ versions! Don’t miss it. 


Art & Graphics... 


The GraphicsWarehouse™ brings you 
all the best in PD Graphics and clip art. 
Bitmaps, PICTS, Tiffs, and EPS files have 
been printed, cleaned up, and cat¬ 
egorized. We’ve also added hundreds of 
files that are not available anywhere else! 
You get printed, indexed disk jackets, and 
even a printed sampler of each disk! It’s 
the best Mac graphics value available! 


and more... 


VAPD™ offers other sets too, like 
the DaWarehouse™, The 21 + 
Club™, and Virus FirstAid. If you’re 
looking for PD, why not help yourself 
while you help the Mac community? 
Send for our catalog, or $6.95 + 

$1.50 P&H for a DEMO DISK of clip 
art, EPS graphics, and info on the 
Johnny Appleseed Awards... 


Showker Graphic Arts 

15 SouthGate 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(703) 433 1527 

























BBSs in Victoria 

There are now three Macintosh BBSs (Bulletin Board Services) in town. These are 
provided for the use of those with computers and modems as a place to get and give 
help, send and receive shareware programs and leave electronic mail for other users. 

Advantage BBS—383-5551 

Macintosh Way BBS—388-4183 

musicNET—386-1514, Music/MIDI Bulletin Board. 300,1200,& 2400 Baud. 

3PM to 7AM weekdays, 24 Hrs. weekends 

All three run up to 2400 BAUD, and the usual settings of No Parity - 8 data bits -1 
stop bit—Full duplex. 

Many of the members are now using modems on a regular basis, and with the new 
software packages, it is becoming a joy to communicate via Modem. Again, you do not 
have to worry about viruses—they cannot infect your system by dialling up a service. 
Most BBS operators are very careful to check that the programs available for download¬ 
ing are free of any ‘bugs’! 

MacWay BBS has a special section of the board set aside for registered VMUG mem¬ 
bers where mail for other members and uploads to the executive or items for the 
newsletter may be placed. If you have questions or difficulties accessing this section, 
leave a message for the SYSOP (SYStem OPerator). • 


which contains 286 offerings for members 
of both clubs has only 21 books which are 
specific to the Macintosh, and of these, 12 
were published in 1987 and 1988. 

Like most book clubs, the Small 
Computer Book Club offers from one to 
three bonus credits for each book pur¬ 
chased, and every four bonus credits enti¬ 
tles the member to a certificate good for a 
60% discount on books in the catalogue. 
Seven free books are offered to members 
who recruit two friends to join the club. 
New listings are sent out every three-four 


weeks, and enough time is allowed (more 
than a month) to send back a card reject¬ 
ing the main selection, which is otherwise 
automatically mailed to club members. 

Mac enthusiasts who are also conversant 
with the MS-DOS world will find this 
book club more interesting than those of 
us whose interests are tied only to the 
Mac, but everyone will be affected by the 
fact that computer books grow stale very 
quickly, and this club offers very few list¬ 
ings published during the preceding six 
months • 


VMUG Policies 

The VMUG Newsletter is a monthly publication of the 
Victoria Macintosh Users Group and is distributed free 
to all members. The entire contents of the VMUG 
Newsletter are © 1989. Other Macintosh User Groups 
may reproduce articles provided credit is given to the 
author and VMUG. 

The VMUG Newsletter is an independent publication 
not affiliated or otherwise associated with or sponsored 
or sanctioned by Apple Computer, Inc or Apple Canada 
Inc The opinions, statements, positions and views stat¬ 
ed herein are those of the author(s) or publisher and are 
not intended to be the opinions, statements, positions or 
views of Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc 
Please note that any of the product names etc men¬ 
tioned in this newsletter are copyright and/or registered 
trademarks (©/®/™) owned or licensed by the respec¬ 
tive company. In particular Apple™, Macintosh®, 
Image-Writer®, LaserWriter®, Mac® are registered 
trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc 
Submissions for this newsletter are encouraged from any¬ 
one interested in the Macintosh, on any subject related to 
Macintosh computing. Articles for submission will be 
accepted on 800k disk in Word, MacWrite or Text-Only 
file format. We also accept printed articles up to 750 
words in length (someone has to re-type them!). We 
would, however, appreciate printouts of any articles you 
submit. Deadlines for submission are tabled below. 
Articles and advertising must be delivered to, or arranged 
to be picked up through, Derek Ryder. Articles and 
advertising received after the noted deadlines will be 
included in next month’s issue. 

Deadlines Articles Advertising 

January Dec 20th Dec 26th 

February Jan 24th Jan 30th 

Advertising Rates 

Full Page $40.00 Quarter Page $10.00 

Half Page $20.00 Eighth Page $5.00 

Business Card $2.00 Unclassified Free to Members 

Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
The Victoria Macintosh Users Group is an informal 
group of people with an interest in the Apple™ 
Macintosh®. Membership is open to all. Individual or 
family membership is $20 a year, guests are welcome to 
sample a meeting or two for $1 per meeting. 

VMUG does not condone in any way, the illegal copying 
of copyright computer programs and will not tolerate 
such practise at any user group function. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month, in 
the gym of the James Bay Community School, 140 
Oswego Street, Victoria. Meetings start at 7:30 pm. 


Directors and Contacts 


Robin Tamasi 

President 

652-3588 

Chris Hvid 

Vice-President 

384-8534 

Marnie Scholes 

Treasurer 

655-3242 

Derek Ryder 

Managing Editor 

598-3505 

Marion Voelkel 

Layout & Design 

384-9187 

Terry Boorman 

Membership 

592-1012 

Ivan Good 

PD Librarian 

388-5634 

Open 

Advertising 

xxx-xxxx 

Gary Peterman 

Paper Librarian 

478-8613 


Direct all correspondence to: 
Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
P.O.Box 5397, Stn.B 
Victoria, B.G, 

V8R6S4 


Next Meeting 

December 13th: Everthing You Wanted to Know About FONTS, Trevor Inkpen, 
Advantage Computers. We’ll have a DRAW for a copy of the program, “Think C” 

Future Meetings: 

January 10th, 1991 :Rod Priedigar, Microsoft Stephen DeWitt, Symantec 
February 14th, 1991: HyperCard Simulation of the Operation of an Observatory 
Richard Bochonko, PhD 

Note: VMUG will not be publishing a January issue of the newsletter. The next issue 
will be February 1991. 








New Kids on the Block? 

HARDLY 


Byte Computers has been selling Apple Computers since before 
there was an Apple Canada. We can provide solutions for: 


Publishing 

Networking 

CAD 

Database 

Word Processing 

Accounting 

Support 

Training 

installations 

Service* 


& more... 

We also provide a friendly atmosphere, a team of Macintosh 
fanatics, and Apple computers! 

Come in and visit the 'new kids' and learn why we've been 
selling Apple for so long. 

* Ask about our extended service rates fpr on-site & depot coverage. 



Authorized Dealer 


Apple and the Apple logo are registered trademarks of Apple Computer Inc. Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 

2001a Douglas Street, Victoria, BC V8T 4K9 @ 383 4485 





